December, 2019

As educators, we greatly appreciate the time and resources the District has invested into
implementing Standards Based Grading. It has led to lots of productive curriculum discussions
and professional development. Additionally, we are grateful for the time taken by our building
administrators to help make this initiative successful.

However, we would like to express concern over the current status of SBG at the high schools.
Teachers, parents, and students have recently brought forward a number of issues that we feel
need to be addressed before moving forward. While our specific concerns may vary,
collectively we believe it is necessary to reflect on where we are as a District. Taking the time to
consider the opinions of all stakeholders allows us the opportunity to work together for common
understanding and solutions. '

As such, we are asking for each department to have the autonomy to determine its own path
forward. Departments that feel SBG is working for them should be allowed to move forward
with SBG. Departments that feel the concerns outweigh the benefits of implementation should
be allowed to freeze or even roll-back implementation of SBG. Additionally, we request that
each department be allowed professional discretion in using either a traditional gradebook or
SBG gradebook to display student learning.

We believe that these changes will help us better address the concerns that have arisen from
within the community and provide us with the flexibility that we need as educators.
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